
Joyful people make people Joyful.
Granted, there are obnoxious people who get labeled as Joyful.  That’s 
different.  Usually that’s just attention-seeking.  Truly Joyful people make 
the people around them more Joyful.  You might say that their Joy is 
contagious.  And when that Joy grabs hold of a community, people 
begin to do extraordinary things for one another.  You could easily say 
that Joy is the greatest threat to pessimism and fear.

THINK IT OVER

13 We also thank God constantly for this: when you accepted God’s word that 
you heard from us, you welcomed it for what it truly is. Instead of accepting it as 
a human message, you accepted it as God’s message, and it continues to work in 
you who are believers.

1 Thessalonians 2:13-20

1) God speaks through you to bring ongoing transformation.
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Who is someone that has been authentically Joyful 
in your life?



3) Keep on blessing. Your greatest Joy will be those you were 
blessed to bless.

THINK IT OVER

Who is someone that is more Joyful in your life 
because God has blessed them through you?

17 Brothers and sisters, we were separated from you for a while physically but 
not in our hearts. We made every effort in our desire to see you again face-to-
face. 18 We wanted to come to you—I, Paul, tried over and over again—and Satan 
stopped us. 19 What is our hope, joy, or crown that we can brag about in front of 
our Lord Jesus when he comes? Isn’t it all of you? 20 You are our glory and joy! 

When have you experienced opposition to loving 
someone else?

THINK IT OVER

2) Loving others will come with opposition. Do it anyway.

14 Brothers and sisters, you became imitators of the churches of God in Judea, 
which are in Christ Jesus. This was because you also suffered the same things 
from your own people as they did from the Jews. 15 They killed both the Lord 
Jesus and the prophets and drove us out. They don’t please God, and they are 
hostile to the entire human race 16 when they try to stop us from speaking to 
the Gentiles so they can be saved. Their sins are constantly pushing the limit.c 
God’s wrath has caught up with them in the end. 

What words has someone said that have stuck 
with you for a long time?

THINK IT OVER


