
For You
John 19: 16b-36

Everyone wants to live a great story.
The reason that we are drawn to great dramas and stories is because we can 
identify.  We feel so connected to the character of a great movie that we enter 
into their journey.  The best story thrills us and even scares us.  Why? Because they 
hit close to home.  They resonate the most with our own stories.  And, when the 
character overcomes a great challenge, we feel like we have too.

What is one of your favorite fictional stories and why?

READ JOHN 19:16b-22
The soldiers took Jesus prisoner. 17 Carrying his cross by himself, he went out to 
a place called Skull Place (in Aramaic, Golgotha). 18 That’s where they crucified 
him—and two others with him, one on each side and Jesus in the middle. 19 Pilate 
had a public notice written and posted on the cross. It read “Jesus the Nazarene, 
the king of the Jews.” 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus 
was crucified was near the city and it was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. 
21 Therefore, the Jewish chief priests complained to Pilate, “Don’t write, ‘The king 
of the Jews’ but ‘This man said, “I am the king of the Jews. ” ’ ” 22 Pilate answered, 
“What I’ve written, I’ve written.”

1) Every person has a chance to publicly speak what they 
know to be _____ about Jesus. (true)

THINK IT OVER
What labels have people placed over your life?      

Have they been correct or way off?
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READ JOHN 19:23-24
23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and his sandals, and 
divided them into four shares, one for each soldier. His shirt was seamless, woven 
as one piece from the top to the bottom. 24 They said to each other, “Let’s not 
tear it. Let’s cast lots to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill the scripture, “They 
divided my clothes among themselves, and they cast lots for my clothing.” That’s 
what the soldiers did. 

2) The script for Jesus’ life, and victory over death had 
been written since the _______________. (beginning of time)



THINK IT OVER
Have you ever welcomed someone into your home?  

How do you think this fits with Jesus’ vision for our lives? 

READ JOHN 19:25-27
25 Jesus’ mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene stood near the cross. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 
whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 
27 Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that time on, this 
disciple took her into his home. 

 

READ JOHN 19:28-30
28 After this, knowing that everything was already completed, in order to fulfill 
the scripture, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was nearby, so the 
soldiers soaked a sponge in it, placed it on a hyssop branch, and held it up to his 
lips. 30 When he had received the sour wine, Jesus said, “It is completed.” Bowing 
his head, he gave up his life.

4) Jesus has _________ your story. (completed)

THINK IT OVER
How might you operate differently if you know your 

story is already complete?

THINK IT OVER
What are the signposts of hope that were written into 

your darkest moments?

3) Jesus always _____ and calls us to care for one 
another. (cares)

READ JOHN 19:31-36
31 It was the Preparation Day and the Jewish leaders didn’t want the bodies 
to remain on the cross on the Sabbath, especially since that Sabbath was an 
important day. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of those crucified broken 
and the bodies taken down. 32 Therefore, the soldiers came and broke the legs 
of the two men who were crucified with Jesus. 33 When they came to Jesus, they 
saw that he was already dead so they didn’t break his legs. 34 However, one of 
the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came 
out. 35 The one who saw this has testified, and his testimony is true. He knows 
that he speaks the truth, and he has testified so that you also can believe. 36 
These things happened to fulfill the scripture, They won’t break any of his bones. 


